GroupEyeingRightists May Quit 


I An organization formed 3% 
[years ago to keep track of 
right-wing groups is in fi- 
nancial trouble and may have 
to close down by the end of 
the year. 

The organization is Group 
Research Inc., which was set 
up in February, 1962, by Wes- 
ley McCune, a former Wash- 
ington reporter. 

I McCune acknowledged yes- 
j terdiay that Group Research 
I operates “from month to 
[month” and that it is “more 
■ difficult now than before the 
election” to raise money. 

Other persons in Washing- 
ton familiar with Group Re- 
search, which has been oper- 
ating on a budget of around 
$50,000 a year, reported that 
its financial sources are dry- 
ing up because the organiza- 
tion has been unable to dem- 
onstrate that it can support it- 
self through subscriptions to 
its newsletter. 

Group Research has been 
supported in part by labor 
unions and by contributions i 
from the Democratic National 
Comrnittee. 

If unable to continue, it 
ivould be the second organiza- 
tion set up to report systemat- 
ically on the activities of right- 
wing groups to suspend its op- 
erations this year. 

Last February the National 
Council for Civic Responsibil- 
ity, formed in September, 
1964, closed its office in New 
York. 

Dewey Anderson, executive 
secretary of the Public Affairs 
Institute in Washington and 
principal organizer of the Na- 
tional Council, said in Febru- 
ary that he thought “the Gold- 
water thing snuffed this out.” 


In discussing the problems 
of Group Research, McCune 
also pferred to the defeat of 
Barry Goldwater in the 1964 
presidential election and noted 
that it produced “a psycholog- 
ical letdown” among persons 
who had been concerned about 
right-wing groups. 

Statements by leaders of the 
John Birch Society and other 
right-wing groups have indi-: 


cated that the organizations 
have expanded their member- 
ship and operations since’ the 
election. Last Friday the 
Birch Society opened a Wash- 
ington office. 

Group Research, which has 
offices and a small staff in the 
Bond Building at 1404 New 
York ave. nw., has issued 
newsletters and other reports 
on right-wing groups. 



